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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  NORTHWICH 


Telephone  No: 
NORTHWICH  3961 . 


County  Offices, 
Watling  Street, 
NORTHWICH, 
Cheshire. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northwich  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  further  consolidation  of  existing  health  services 
has  taken  place  but  day  to  day  work  has  to  a  great  extent  been  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  impending  re-organisation  of  Local  Government  and  the 
National  Health  Service  both  scheduled  to  take  place  on  1st  April  1974. 

Primary  health  team  care  is  now  accepted  as  the  normal  pattern  of 
general  practice  throughout  the  country.  Groups  of  general  practitioners 
with  attached  nursing  staff  comprising  health  visitors,  district  nurses 
and  midwives  work  together  as  a  team  either  from  purpose  built  health 
centres  or  from  group  practice  premises. 

As  many  of  the  problems  which  present  themselves  to  the  general 
practitioner  have  as  their  main  element  a  social  factor  or  cause  it  is 
important  that  the  links  between  the  health  services  and  social  services 
department  continue  to  be  strengthened.  In  many  health  centres  and 
county  clinics  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  the  social  services 
department  to  hold  family  advisory  sessions.  It  is  important  that  all 
primary  health  care  teams  are  able  to  obtain  regular  help  from  a  member 
of  the  social  services  department.  One  way  of  achieving  this  is  for  a 
nominated  social  services  officer  to  be  responsible  for  regular  contact 
with  particular  group  practices.  This  is  already  taking  place  in  certain 
parts  of  the  country  and  its  extension  is  not  only  desirable  but  essential. 
Anticipating  closer  links  between  the  new  national  health  service  and 
the  social  services  departments  of  local  authorities  after  the  1st  April 
1974,  this  is  one  example  of  the  way  in  which  the  two  services  can  be 
brought  closer  together  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient  or  the  client. 

The  integrated  child  health  screening  programme  introduced  on  the 
1st  January  1972,  is  working  well.  Children  are  screened  at  pre-deterrained 
ages  and  these  simple  checks  are  undertaken  alternately  by  doctors  and 
nurses  who  have  received  special  training.  The  child  is  seen  at  the  age 
of  6  weeks,  9  months,  2  years  and  3  years.  At  4^-  years  he  will  be  invited 
for  a  pre-school  medical  examination  as  at  present. 

Other  screening  procedures  have  been  continued  and  extended.  These 
include  arrangements  for  cervical  cytology  and  the  testing  of  female 
staff  from  schools  and  other  departments  for  their  immunity  to  Rubella. 

The  latter  can  now  be  offered  vaccination  which  gives  protection  to 
subsequent  unborn  children  from  the  adverse  effects  of  German  measles. 

The  greater  part  of  this  report  deals  with  a  wide  variety  of 
environmental  health  matters  which  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  supervision  and  surveillance  of  communicable  diseases  cases  and 
contacts  continues  to  demand  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  importation  of  infectious  diseases  from 
tropical  and  sub-tropical  regions  is  a  constant  hazard  especially  due 
to  the  rapidity  of  modern  air  travel  and  such  serious  diseases  as 
smallpox  can  be  introduced  into  the  country  in  this  way.  The  trend  for 
foreign  holidays  continues  and  this  in  turn  is  reflected  in  an  increase 
in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  in  this  important  aspect 
of  the  control  of  communicable  disease. 


It  is  my  opinion  that  the  radical  changes  which  will  occur  in 
traditional  public  health  departments  in  197^  has  been  made  possible 
only  by  the  painstaking  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  the 
one  hand  and  by  the  continued  programme  of  immunisation  and  vaccination 
on  the  other.  The  general  public  now  take  for  granted  and  indeed  demand 
clean  air,  clean  food,  clean  water  and  many  other  aspects  of  a  healthy 
environment . 

It  is  only  by  thorough  day  to  day  work  that  the  public  health 
inspectors  have  been  able  to  bring  this  about  and  they  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  many  successes  which  they  have  achieved  in  the 
environmental  field  since  19^8.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that 
their  work  continues  and  that  after  1st  April  197^»  the  closest  links 
are  maintained  between  the  new  local  government  district  environmental 
officers  and  the  medical  officers  of  the  new  Area  Health  Authority. 

There  are  still  many  serious  infectious  diseases  and  conditions  which 
for  their  control  need  the  closest  co-operation  between  Doctors  and 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Baines,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  his  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  support,  to  the  Clerk  and  Chief 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  advice  and  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Committee  for  their  constant  co-operation. 


J.E.  O'MALLEY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


July  1973 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  NORTHWICH 


Telephone  No: 
Northwich  233*+-9 


The  Council  House, 
Church  Road, 
NORTHWICH, 


Cheshire. 
CW9  5PD. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northwich  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1972  in 
respect  of  the  Environmental  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

This  is  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Report  which  has  been  presented 
to. the  Council  since  my  appointment  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  in  view  of  the  re-organisation  of  Local  Government,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  it  could  be  the  last. 

The  year  in  question  has  been  full  of  changes,  but  on  reflection, 
each  of  the  past  Twenty-Three  years  has  had  its  varied  changes. 

Undoubtedly  the  years  ahead  are  going  to  have  their  different 
problems  and  one  can  readily  see  an  example  by  looking  at  the  progress 
made  in  the  salvaging  of  waste  paper  and  its  disposal.  In  1950, 
scavenging,  in  the  way  of  emptying  of  pail-closets,  warranted  small 
comment;  today  it  is  incidental,  but  we  have  other  problems  arising  - 
perhaps  one  of  the  nuisances  is  pollution  from  noise.  These  are  mere 
examples  to  indicate  a  constantly  changing  world  but  still  great  in 
environmental  problems. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  my  staff  for  their  support  and  loyalty 
during  the  year,  also  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation 
and  help  and  for  the  information  supplied  in  preparing  this  Report. 

Councillor  Mather  who  was  my  Chairman  for  the  Twenty-Three  years, 
is  no  longer  with  us  but  he  at  least  got  his  wish  to  go  out  of  Local 
Government  whilst  he  was  still  in  office. 

Finally,  although  the  Medical  Officer  is  extremely  busy  in  other 
fields  of  Public  Health,  his  advice  and  assistance  has  always  been 
willingly  given.  He  has  always  been  most  approachable  and  our 
relationship  has  at  all  times  been  most  cordial. 

It  would  also  be  remiss  of  me  not  to  mention  Dr.  Prashara  who 
has  taken  an  interest  in  Public  Health  work  and  has  been  eager  to 
obtain  all  the  experience  that  was  available. 


T.  BAINES 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


July  1973 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


(1)  COMPARATIVE  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Year 

1971 

1972 

Population  (estimated  mid-year) 

18,190 

18,060 

Area  (acres  of  district) 

2,636 

2,636 

Rateable  Value  of  area  as  at  1.4.72. 

£1,597,223 

£1,626,873 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated) 

£15,820 

£15,670 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

6,348 

6,477 

(2)  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 


Still  Births 

Live  and  Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  - 

per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under 
1  year  of  age 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

116 

106 

222 

11 

11 

22 

127 

117 

244 

13.5 

Lon 

15.0 

Dirths 

9.0 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

129 

119 

248 

16.0 

Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

- 

3 

England 
&  Wales 

14.8 


12.0 


3 


3 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks) 
per  1,000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week) 
per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1 ,000  total 
live  and  still  births) 

Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 


Deaths 


Males  Females 


England 

&  Wales 

12.0 

17.0 

12.0 

12.0 

12.0 

10.0 

28.0 

22.0 

Nil 

- 

Total 

All  causes  128  132 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

♦Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

(Comparability  Factor  .9*0 


260 

14.4 

13.5  12.1 


♦NOTE:  The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area. 


Causes  of  Death 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

2. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Oesophagus 

2 

- 

2 

3. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Stomach 

3 

5 

8 

4. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Intestine 

2 

4 

6 

5. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Larynx 

- 

1 

1 

6. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Lung ,  Bronchus 

11 

2 

13 

7. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Breast 

- 

1 

1 

8. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Uterus 

-  . 

-  1 

1  . 

9. 

Malignant 

Neoplasm, 

Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

10. 

Leukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

11. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

6 

8 

14 

12. 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

4 

4 

13. 

Anaemias 

■  • 

-  - 

2 

2 

14. 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

1 

2 

15. 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

- 

1 

16. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

4 

4 

17. 

Hypertensive  Disease 

— 

1 

1 

18. 

Ischaemic 

Heart  Disease 

40 

23 

63 

19. 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

8 

15 

23 

20. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

10 

25 

35 

21. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

8 

13 

23 

(2) 


Causes  of  Death  (continued) 


22.  Influenza 
23 •  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

26.  Peptic  Ulcer 

27.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

28.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

29.  Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

30.  Congenital  Anomalies 

31.  Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

32.  Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 
33*  Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 
34.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

35*  All  Other  Accidents 

36.  Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

37*  All  Other  External  Causes 


Males  Females  Total 


10 

9 

2 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

2 

3 


1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 


2 


2 

1 


1 

13 

11 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 


133  260 


127 


SECTION  II 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


(1)  Information  concerning  the  statutory  and  voluntary  Health  and 
Welfare  Services  in  the  area  may  be  obtained  from  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer,  at  the  Divisional  Medical  Office,  County  Offices, 
Watling  Street,  Northwich,  Telephone  No.  Northwich  3961. 


(2)  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES 


The  Northwich  Urban  District  lies  within  the  Manchester 
Regional  Hospital  Board's  area  whose  offices  are  at  Cheetwood  Road, 
Manchester,  8. 


(3)  GENERAL  PRACTITIONER  SERVICES 

The  District  lies  within  the  area  of  the  Cheshire  Executive 
Council,  whose  offices  are  at  28  Nicholas  Street,  Chester,  Telephone 
No.  Chester  23158. 


(4).  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is 
under  radio  control  from  central  control  at  County  Hall,  Chester. 

All  999  calls  made  by  members  of  the  public  are  immediately  connected 
to  this  central  control.  The  arrangement  for  non-urgent  calls  is 
that  the  patient  or  general  practitioner  should  ring  the  Northwich 
Depot  -  Telephone  No.  Northwich  3355* 


(4) 


SECTION  III 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  19^8  -  1951 


Section  47 


Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm,  or  physically  incapacitated 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote 
to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention,  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the  person  to  a 
suitable  place. 

With  regard  to  the  expeditious  procedure  as  laid  down  in  the 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 1  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  or  any  duly  qualified  person  acting  for  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  authorised  by  the  Council  to  make  the  requisite 
application  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Section  50 


Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to  arrange 
for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  either  Sections 
during  the  year. 


(5) 


SECTION  IV 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(1)  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  are  the  infectious  diseases  notified  for  the 
years  1971  and  1972:- 


T 


1 

!  DISEASE 

| 

1 

Cases  Notified 

1971 

1972 

Measles 

59 

63 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

- 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

— 

1 

(6) 


SECTION  V 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 
Housing  Inspection 

Number  of  visits  and  revisits  to  houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  272 
Number  of  visits  and  revisits  to  houses  under  Housing  Acts  671 
Visits  to  houses  under  Rent  Acts 

Visits  to  houses  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants  489 
Drain  Tests  28 
Visits  to  houses  in  connection  with  Housing  Loans  122 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  premises 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  49 
Visits  to  Fish  Shops  4 
Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  29 
Visits  to  Grocers'  Shops  65 
Visits  to  Ice-Cream  Premises  13 
Visits  to  Restaurants  and  Canteens  40 
Visits  to  Bakehouses  and  Confectioners  26 
Visits  to  Milk  Distributors  25 
Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  615 
Visits  to  Market,  Market  Hall  and  Supermarkets  250 
Visits  to  Greengrocers  12 
Visits  to  Licensed  Premises  4 
Inspection  of  Food  Vans  11 

Infectious  Disease,  Rodent  and  Vermin 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  vermin  2 
Number  of  houses  disinfested  2 
Visits  and  revisits  in  connection  with  disinfestation  4 
Visits  where  infectious  disease  has  occurred  4 
Properties  treated  for  Rodent  Control  86 

Other  Visits 

Visits  and  Inspections  of  Factories  7 
Visits  in  connection  with  the  Offices,  Shops 

and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  240 
Interviews  392 
Miscellaneous  Visits  46 
Visits  and  Observations  re  Atmospheric  Pollution  8 
Visits  and  Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  137 
Visits  to  Movable  Dwellings  (Caravans)  16 
Civic  Amenities  Act  173 


(7) 


( 1  )  WATER  SUPPLY 


Supplied  by: 


Mid  Cheshire  Water  Board, 
The  Grange, 

Hartford . 

Tel.  No.  Northwich  7^263. 


Number  of  Samples  of  Water 

taken  during  the  Year: 


50  -  Satisfactory 


Quantity: 

Quality: 


Satisfactory 


Satis factory 


Plumbo-Solvent  Action: 


None 


Dwellings  served  by 

Stand-Pipes : 


Nil 


(2)  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  attendances  at  the  swimming  baths  in  1972  numbered  136,243. 

The  Baths  are  open  to  the  public  8O5-  hours  per  week  in  Summer  and 
66 -jy  hours  per  week  in  the  Winter. 

During  the  year,  work  commenced  on  building  the  teaching  pool 
adjacent  to  the  existing  swimming  baths,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
the  work  was  well  advanced,  the  pool  being  scheduled  for  opening  early 

in  1973. 

The  new  filtration  plant  was  installed  in  January  to  serve  both 
the  main  swimming  baths  and  the  new  extension  pool. 

6  water  samples  were  taken  from  the  swimming  pool  by  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  the  hot  baths  section,  there  are  four  baths,  756  people  used 
them  during  the  year  which  is  a  decline  in  numbers  over  previous  years. 

New  Playground  -  Leftwich 

Work  is  now  in  progress  on  the  construction  of  a  new  Childrens' 
Playground  on  the  Leftwich  Estate  which,  when  completed,  will  serve  a 
long-felt  need  in  this  area. 

This  playground  will  be  of  a  similar  design  to  the  playground  at 
Church  Walk  and  will  include  a  Paddling  Pool,  an  Adventure  Playground 
with  static  equipment  and  a  limited  amount  of  movable  equipment.  The 
Council  have  in  mind  the  desirability  of  providing  an  attractive  play 
area  for  the  young  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Leftwich  Estate  in  the  hope 
that  this  will  encourage  them  to  remain  reasonably  near  to  their  homes 
and  avoid  the  temptation  for  very  young  children  to  play  on  the  river 
bank,  a  present  practice  which  can  be  extremely  dangerous. 

It  is  envisaged  that  a  full-time  Attendant  will  be  provided  when 
the  playground  is  opened. 

The  existing  playground  at  Church  Walk  continues  to  be  well  used 
and  enjoyed,  and  the  paddling  pool  is  a  very  popular  feature.  During 
holiday  periods  upwards  of  300  children  can  be  seen  using  the  paddling 
pool  and  playground  equipment  at  any  one  time. 
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(3)  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Resewering  in  the  Middlewich  Road  area  is  nearing  completion  and 
progress  is  continuing  in  the  Winnington  area. 

The  new  pumping  mains  from  Dock  Road  pumping  station  have  been 
laid  and  work  has  started  on  the  pumping  station  itself. 

The  Trunk  Sewers  from  Moss  Road  to  the  Sewage  Works  are  under 
construction. 

The  Tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  Sewage  Treatment  Works 
at  Wallerscote  have  been  received  and  work  will  start  very  shortly. 

(4)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

There  is  still  one  chemical  closet  in  the  district  but  this  is 
in  an  area  where  there  is  no  access  to  the  public  sewers. 

(5)  REFUSE  COLLECTION 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  a  Work  Study  was  carried  out  in 
connection  with  this  service  and  it  was  rather  pleasing  that  the  Work 
Study  Team,  in  their  report,  stated  that  the  level  of  productivity  was 
higher  than  had  been  anticipated,  which  somewhat  indicated  that  the  work 
was  being  carried  out  efficiently. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  for  a  Bonus,  a  scheme 
was  put  forward  and,  with  some  minor  adjustments,  adopted.  Although 
at  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  I  had  some  doubts  as  to  whether  the 
service  would  continue  to  be  as  satisfactory,  events  have  shown  that 
in  the  main  the  Bonus  Scheme  has  proved  to  be  advantageous.  At  the 
same  time,  the  men  are  much  more  satisfied  and  normally  where 
disruptions  occur  during  holidays,  the  scheme  which  is  in  operation 
is  able  to  deal  with  these  events. 

As  the  year  progressed  and  the  Scheme  became  more  settled,  it 
did  become  obvious  that  a  further  Work  Study  would  have  to  be  carried 
out  in  order  to  eliminate  some  disparities.  Whilst  this  was  necessary, 
it  was  not  imperative  and  it  was  decided  to  leave  this  review  until 
other  Work  Studies  in  other  Departments  had  been  completed. 

By  and  large,  I  feel  that  this  service  is  extremely  satisfactory 
and  from  various  reports  and  comments,  there  is  a  general  satisfaction 
amongst  the  public  with  the  service  they  receive. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year's  report  of  possible  difficulties 
on  one  Estate  due  to  lack  of  storage  facilities  but  the  twice-weekly 
collection  does  appear  to  have  prevented  complaints  and  no  real 
difficulties  have  arisen. 

The  plastic  holders  and  polythene  liners  which  are  provided  at 
Council  properties  would  appear  to  be  most  satisfactory  since  no 
complaints  have  been  received. 

During  the  year,  instead  of  purchasing  new  galvanised  dustbins, 
it  was  agreed  to  purchase  plastic  dustbins  with  rubber  lids.  This 
decision  arose  partially  because  of  the  high  cost  of  galvanised  bins 
in  comparison  with  plastic  bins,  the  ease  of  handling  compared  with 
galvanised  bins  and,  in  the  future  event  of  polythene  liners  being 
used,  these  plastic  dustbins  would  act  as  holders  with  the  same 
efficiency  as  galvanised  bins.  Again  this  move  does  appear  to  have 
been  satisfactory  and  many  favourable  comments  have  been  received, 
possibly  the  only  criticism  is  that  they  are  rather  light  when  empty 
and  are  susceptable  to  being  easily  blown  about  in  a  gale. 
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(5)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  (continued) 


Collection  of  surplus  household  refuse  has  continued  and  although 
it  does  increase  the  work  to  be  carried  out,  in  most  cases  in  overtime, 

I  feel  that  this  is  a  really  worthwhile  service  and  does  prevent  surplus 
refuse  being  dumped  throughout  the  district.  680  collections  were  made 
during  the  year,  including  30  sites  cleared  of  dumped  rubbish. 

Although  dumping  of  all  types  of  surplus  material  continues,  this 
appears  to  be  decreasing.  The  public  of  Northwich  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  there  is  no  point  in  wasting  effort  to  dump  their  surplus 
refuse  if  they  can  have  it  collected  free  of  charge.  There  is  little 
doubt,  however,  that  some  of  the  dumping  which  does  occur  is  done  by 
non-residents  of  the  urban  district. 

One  difficult  problem  of  surplus  material  is  the  disposal  of 
builders  rubble  after  "do-it-yourself"  people  have  carried  out  work 
at  their  own  homes  and  wish  to  dispose  of  their  surplus  materials. 

Whilst  their  difficulty  is  appreciated  and  in  some  cases  it  is  possible 
to  be  of  assistance,  the  main  problem  arises  in  setting  up  a  precedence 
of  moving  builders  rubble  since  it  might  suggest  that  this  service  should 
be  extended  to  remove  rubble  created  by  the  Building  Firms  who  include 
the  removal  of  surplus  material  in  the  cost  of  their  work. 

It  was  not  possible  to  provide  the  large  transportable  containers 
referred  to  in  last  years  report  but  no  doubt  the  matter  will  receive 
further  consideration  in  1973*  It  is  difficult  to  be  really  specific 
regarding  the  use  of  these  containers  in  a  compact  urban  district. 

Properly  used  they  can  be  a  great  asset  and  useful  for  people  who  have 
a  desire  to  dump  their  surplus  materials  rather  than  wait  for  collection, 
but  as  materials  are  often  dumped  around  the  containers,  or  the  contents 
of  the  containers  burnt,  complaints  are  often  received  from  the  people 
who  have  to  reside  near  the  sites  where  the  containers  are  placed. 

The  collection  and  sale  of  waste  paper  is  slightly  lower  than  in 
1971 •  To  what  extent  this  was  due  to  the  mens'  salvage  bonus  being 
incorporated  into  their  general  bonus  resulting  in  some  interest  on 
their  part  being  lost ,  or  whether  it  was  due  to  a  recession  in  trade 
(there  being  less  paper  and  cardboard  available)  it  was  not  possible 
to  determine.  Nevertheless,  the  amount  of  paper  sold  still  produces  an 
exceedingly  high  output  for  an  Authority  of  this  size. 

The  amount  of  salvage  sold  during  1972  was:- 

675.287  tonnes  ...  £7,301.25 

There  is  an  Appendix  at  the  end  of  this  Report  giving  details  of 
salvage  sold  during  the  period  1950-19 72. 

In  addition  to  the  total  figure  of  over  £92,000  shown  in  the  Appendix, 

there  was  a  period  some  years  ago  when  kitchen  waste  was  sold  and,  with 

the  addition  of  those  figures,  the  total  salvage  sold  during  the  23  years 
was  in  the  region  of  £100,000. 

Undoubtedly  the  cost  of  collecting  this  material  must  be  considered, 
but  obviously,  if  the  town  is  to  be  kept  clean  and  clear  of  refuse,  the 
material  must  be  collected  and  disposed  of  in  any  case.  Had  this  salvage 
been  collected  as  refuse,  it  would  have  had  to  be  disposed  of  on  the  Tip 
and  there  would  have  been  various  nuisances  created,  but  no  income.  By 
this  method,  the  material  is  disposed  of  more  satisfactorily  and  is  also 
an  asset  to  the  country  since  it  cuts  imports  and  produces  an  income. 

I  made  reference  in  last  year's  report  to  an  increase  in  the  use  of 

polythene  and  plastic  and  whilst  this  is  not  very  noticeable  this  year, 
obviously  with  new  methods  of  packaging,  more  polythene  is  being  used. 

This  is  very  obvious  in  the  increased  production  of  frozen  foods  which 
are  in  pre-packed  containers  covered  with  polythene. 
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(5)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  (continued) 


Refuse  being  collected  continues  to  be  more  bulky  and  with 
the  increase  in  methods  of  heating  other  than  solid  fuel,  this 
bulk  will  without  doubt  continue  to  rise.  Unfortunately  this 
increase  is  very  insidious  and  it  is  only  by  comparison  with  other 
years  that  the  effect  can  be  noticed  and  measured. 

The  number  of  dustbins  renewed  during  the  year  was  almost 
identical  with  the  previous  year.  It  does  appear  that  a  round 
figure  of  500  bins  is  reasonable  for  renewals,  which  suggests 
that  dustbins  have  an  average  life  of  12  -  13  years.  The  renewal 
of  dustbins,  as  has  been  reported  over  the  years,  is  a  rate-borne 
charge,  and  the  simplicity  with  which  the  system  works  must  lend 
itself  to  being  the  best  method  of  renewing  dustbins.  The  amount 
of  administration  work  involved  is  very  small  compared  with  the  work 
necessary  when  charges  for  dustbins  have  to  be  made.  In  addition  to 
having  this  advantage,  it  does  allow  for  standardisation  of  refuse 
containers  and  prevents  the  householder  adapting  various  other  types 
of  receptacles  as  dustbins. 

(6)  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 


The  disposal  of  refuse  has  continued  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner.  The  tipping  site  being  used  is  the  one  referred  to  in  last 
year's  report  which  is  on  an  area  of  old  lime  bed  and  although  there 
is  no  immediate  problem  with  regard  to  tipping,  the  system  now  in  use 
will  require  serious  consideration  in  future  years. 

During  the  time  I  have  held  my  appointment  in  Northwich,  various 
derelict  sites  have  been  recovered  by  controlled  tipping  methods  and 
in  some  cases  the  land  has  been  put  to  very  useful  purposes.  Controlled 
tipping  is  carried  out  as  a  quick  method  of  recovering  land  but  it  does 
require  the  land  to  be  available.  Where  there  is  a  scarcity  of  land, 
there  is  a  good  case  for  tipping  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  other 
more  sophisticated  methods  of  dealing  with  refuse  and  then  tipping  the 
residue.  Ultimately  the  responsibility  for  tipping  will  be  that  of 
the  County  Council.  This  can  be  subject  to  criticism  by  divorcing 
it  from  refuse  collection  but  it  can  also  have  many  advantages.  A  large 
Authority  the  size  of  the  County  Council  is  in  a  better  position  to 
provide,  maintain  and  use  plant  which  can  deal  with  refuse  in  a  more 
satisfactory  and  hygienic  manner  than  that  of  controlled  tipping  but 
I  personally  feel  the  greatest  disadvantage  to  this  method  is  that  of 
transporting  the  refuse  to  the  site  of  the  plant.  Undoubtedly  wherever 
the  plant  is  sited,  difficulties  can  arise  with  nearby  residents  because 
of  the  nature  of  the  work  involved  unless  such  sites  can  be  arranged  in 
remote  areas.  Again,  whilst  this  method  of  disposal  is  hygienic  and 
more  acceptable,  it  will  be  costlier  and,  as  previously  stated,  the 
siting  will  be  important  regarding  transportion  of  the  refuse  and  the 
minimisation  of  any  possible  nuisance  arising  from  the  plant. 

(7)  '  CANAL  BOATS 


During  the  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  revise  the  Register  of 
Canal  Boats  and  from  the  information  received,  there  are  still  27 
Canal  Boats  registered  with  the  Authority.  This  figure  is  correct 
in  as  much  as  these  Boats  are  registered  and  still  in  use  but  some 
of  the  remainder  are  untraceable. 

As  a  matter  of  interest,  we  have  in  the  Department  a  Register 
showing  the  first  Canal  Boats  which  were  registered  with  the  Authority 
in  1880  and  it  was  possible  to  give  some  assistance  to  one  gentleman 
in  the  South  of  England  who  was  writing  a  book  on  Canal  Boats  and  was 
trying  to  trace  the  whereabouts  of  certain  vessels. 
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(8)  LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 


No  change  occurred  during  1972  in  connection  with  caravan  sites 
and  no  progress  was  made  in  obtaining  the  land  at  present  used  by  the 
Show  people  in  Warrington  Old  Road.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  purchase 
this  land  but  the  owners  cannot  give  vacant  possession  since  the  Show 
people  have  no  alternative  site.  Attempts  are  being  made  to  develop 
the  piece  of  land  in  Saxons  Lane  which  was  previously  used  as  a  Tip 
and  referred  to  in  last  year's  report  under  "Disposal  of  Refuse". 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  development  of  this  area  but  in 
view  of  the  costs  involved  there  is  some  doubt  whether  these  plans  will 
ever  come  to  fruition.  This  Council  have  been  most  sympathetic  to  the 
difficulties  of  these  Show  people  and  have  attempted  to  co-operate  in 
every  way.  Consultations  are  still  continuing  in  the  hope  of  finding 
a  solution  and  the  co-operation  of  adjoining  Authorities  has  been  sought 
to  that  end. 


(9)  CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 

Reference  has  been  made  under  "Refuse  Collection"  to  the  collection 
of  extra  household  refuse.  It  is  often  difficult  to  decide  the  point 
at  which  refuse  collection  ends  and  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  begins,  so 
obviously  there  is  a  little  over-lap.  Similar  remarks  to  those  made 
last  year  apply  in  this  case  but  more  collections  of  surplus  materials 
are  being  made  direct  from  houses,  so  that  most  of  the  comments  under 
"Refuse  Collection"  apply  where  this  over-laps  with  that  service. 

The  removal  of  old  and  abandoned  vehicles  is  also  covered  by  this 
Act  and  whilst  it  is  being  carried  out  satisfactorily,  delays  do  occur, 
partly  because  the  Firm  moving  the  vehicles  has  its  own  pressures  of 
work,  but  eventually  the  vehicles  are  removed  and  disposed  of.  There 
is  an  initial  delay  in  ordering  vehicles  to  be  moved,  due  to  the 
procedures  necessary  to  trace  owners  and  other  interested  parties. 

There  are  instances  where  owners  of  vehicles  who  wish  to  dispose 
of  them  seek,  the  assistance  of  the  Department  and  they  are  then  given 
the  address  of  a  person  who  will  remove  their  vehicles  for  them. 

In  the  administering  of  this  Act,  probably  some  of  the  difficulties 
which  would  arise  are  overcome,  since  the  Department  having  control  of 
refuse  collection,  is  able  to  combine  the  refuse  collection  service 
and  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  and  thus  achieve  the  objects  of  both 
services . 


(10)  PEST  CONTROL 

When  progress  is  considered  it  is  assumed  that  improvements  have 
been  made,  but  on  closer  examination,  circumstances  can  cause 
considerable  re-thinking. 

Many  years  ago,  rats  and  mice  were  accepted  as  being  part  of  everyday 
life  and  were  pests  to  be  dealt  with  as  and  when  necessity  arose. 
Particularly  in  the  North,  there  was  always  the  man  with  his  dog  and  ferrets 
to  deal  with  rats,  cats  to  deal  with  mice  or  the  usual  little  mouse  trap 
where  a  household  did  not  possess  a  cat.  Flies  were  dealt  with  by  various 
types  of  fly-catchers  and  bugs  and  fleas  were  often  to  be  "put  up  with" 
in  the  absence  of  any  good  method  of  dealing  with  them.  Parraffin  was 
often  used  as  a  deterrant  but  all  were  somewhat  taken  for  granted  as  being 
part  of  life. 

Resulting  from  greater  knowledge  and  necessity  to  deal  with  these 
pests,  various  methods  have  been  evolved  to  attempt  to  irradicate  them. 

The  general  public  is  becoming  more  educated  with  regard  to  the  dangers 
to  health  caused  by  these  various  pests  and  are  more  conscious  of  their 
presence,  particularly  through  information  from  press,  television  and 
various  other  sources. 
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(10)  PEST  CONTROL  (continued) 


Obviously  increased  technical  know-how  has  enabled  Health 
Departments  to  deal  more  effectively  with  vermin  and  other  insects, 
but  not  with  complete  success.  Rats  and  mice  have  become  immune  to 
certain  poisons  and  it  has  been  found  that  in  some  cases  they  even 
shy-away  from  the  colour  of  poisons.  Apparently  blue  is  not  a  colour 
which  finds  favour  in  poison  baits  for  rats  and  mice  but  red  appears 
to  attract  them  more  r  adily.  There  is  no  suggestion  of  any  political 
bias  amongst  rats  and  mice  (they  may  not  like  blue  but  they  are 
anti-social ! ) . 

Whilst  it  is  easy  to  write  about  these  difficulties,  they  are 
very  real  in  practice  and  cause  many  firms,  particularly  those 
dealing  with  food,  to  become  plagued  with  mice,  although  the  firms 
themselves  are  seriously  attempting  to  control  the  infestations. 

Although  progress  has  been  made  in  producing  new  poisons,  some 
of  those  which  are  old  and  well-tried  are  still  effective.  The 
difficulty  is  to  locate  the  baits  in  a  safe  place  and  this  is  more 
so  in  the  case  of  mice  which  are  reputedly  shy  feeders. 

It  is  felt  that  the  general  public  is  not  sufficiently  well 
aware  of  this  immunity  to  poisons  of  rats  said  mice  and  consequently 
becomes  impatient  when  treatment  is  given  which  does  not  produce  the 
successful  results  expected  from  the  Health  Department. 

During  the  year,  constant  surface  infestation  with  rats  was  a 
problem  in  the  Rudheatn  area  and  after  investigation  it  was  felt  that 
the  source  of  the  trouble  was  in  the  sewers.  A  portion  of  the  sewers 
in  Rudheath  was  dealt  with,  resulting  in  a  decrease  in  surface 
infestation,  and  from  this  the  diagnosis  would  seem  to  be  correct. 

Similar  difficulties  arise  with  insects  by  the  use  of  insecticides. 
D.D.T.  which  was  heralded  as  being  the  Utopian  method  of  dealing  with 
insect  pests  has  proved  to  be  a  poilutent  to  the  environment.  Other 
insecticides  are  available  and  have  varying  successes.  To  what  extent 
these  alternatives  may,  as  in  the  case  of  D.D.T. ,  become  banned  is  not 
yet  known.  Resistance  to  insecticides  is  a  continuing  problem  and 
greater  care  will  have  to  be  taken  in  order  to  avoid  producing 
resistance  to  the  newer  insecticides. 

Greater  a±f faculties  are  being  experienced  in  the  case  of  ant 
infestations.  It  has  been  remarked  in  past  reports  that  ants  are 
becoming  more  domesticated  and  although  it  is  not  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  carry  out  disinfestation  for  ants,  in  certain 
difficult  cases  where  advice  is  insufficient,  a  treatment  is  carried 
out .  Without  any  doubt  ants  are  definitely  becoming  more  of  a  nuisance 
than  was  the  case  several  years  ago. 

The  numbers  of  feral  pigeons  seem  to  be  on  the  increase  and  there 
is  great  difficulty  in  evolving  methods  of  dealing  with  them.  At  the 
present  time  they  are  not  particularly  a  serious  nuisance  in  Northwich 
but  there  is  a  noticeable  increase  in  their  numbers  and  some  attempt 
will  have  to  be  made  to  prevent  this  increase  becoming  a  nuisance. 

Treatment  is  carried  out  on  the  refuse  tips  for  both  rodent  and 
insect  infestations,  not  necessarily  to  abate  any  existing  nuisance 
but  to  prevent  any  build-up  which  would  in  time  create  a  nuisance. 

From  the  material  used  for  this  purpose  it  does  appear  to  have  been 
highly  successful,  although  in  some  cases  "Totters”  on  the  Tip  after 
it  has  been  sealed  and  sprayed,  do  create  an  avenue  of  possible 
infestation. 

Some  people  are  becoming  more  aware  of  environmental  pollution, 
and  the  disinfestation  section  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is 
beginning  to  assume  a  much  greater  importance  than  has  hitherto  been 
the  case.  It  is  probably  difficult  for  people  outside  the  Department 
to  realize  the  magnitude  and  difficulties  involved  and  the  amount  of 
work  necessary  in  dealing  with  this  aspect  of  environmental  control. 
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(10)  PEST  CONTROL  (continued) 


The  day  of  the  Mrat  catcher"  is  as  obsolete  as  the  crystal  set 
in  the  field  of  radio  and  television.  The  one  Pest  Control  Assistant 
employed  in  the  Department  is  fully  stretched  to  maintain  control  and 
is  not  able  to  devote  as  much  time  to  sewer  treatment  as  is  desirable 
but,  as  indicated  in  last  year's  report,  it  is  hoped  that  with 
re-organisation,  the  new  Authority  will  have  sufficient  staff  to  deal 
with  all  the  varied  aspects  of  this  subject.  At  all  times  the  public 
are  given  all  the  assistance  possible,  even  if  it  is  only  in  the  way 
of  advice. 


The  number  of  premises  dealt  with  in  respect  of  infestations  are 
as  follows : - 


Ants 

Fleas 

Fur  Beetles 
Bed  Bugs 
Wasps  Nests 
Cockroaches 
Spider  Beetles  . . 

Bluebottles  and  Cluster  Flies 
Precautionary  Measures.. 


13 

1 

4 

1 

7 

7 

2 

4 

3 


Details  of  inspections  in  respect  of  rodent  control  during  1972 
are  given  below 


RODENT  CONTROL  DUPING  1972 


— 

Type  of  Property 

I 

Non- 

Agri cultural 

Agricultural 

Properties  other  than  sewers 

1 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 

District 

6,456 

6 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

-  - 

- - - 

(including  nearby 
premises)  inspected 
following  notification 

465 

_ 

(b)  Number  infested  by: 

i  u 

(i)  Rats 

194 

_ 

(ii)  Mice 

92 

- 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

■ 

inspected  for  rats  and/ 
or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification. 

12 

2 

(b)  Number  infested  by: 

(i)  Rats 

12 

_ 

(ii)  Mice 

12 

— 

(11)  RAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLINGS  MATERIALS  ACT,  1931 

Two  factories  are  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  the  standard 
of  them  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 
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(12)  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


Four  premises  were  licensed  under  this  Act  -  a  new  premise  being 
opened  during  the  year.  All  are  satisfactory. 

(13)  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1936 

There  is  little  change  in  the  position  regarding  clean  air,  this 
is  not  because  of  lack  of  interest  but  due  to  circumstances  which  have 
prevented  the  Local  Authority  proceeding  with  smokeless  zones.  New 
properties  being  constructed  have  some  form  of  central  heating  which 
contributes  in  a  small  way  to  creating  smokeless  zones,  also  people 
in  private  properties  desire  to  have  central  heating  and  other  more 
convenient  forms  of  heating  than  solid  fuel,  which  gradually  produces 
some  improvement . 

Progress  is  being  made  at  various  plants  belonging  to  the  main 
local  industry,  conversions  being  carried  out  whereby  oil-firing  is 
being  used  instead  of  solid  fuel. 

(13A)  NOISE  ABATEMENT 


This  is  a  subject  which  is  rapidly  taking  its  place  as  a  pollutent 
of  the  environment.  At  the  moment  it  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  being 
a  nuisance  and  at  other  times,  accepted  as  being  part  of  modern  living. 
Although  passing  reference  has  been  made  to  noise,  the  problems  which 
are  being  created  are  not  going  to  be  very  easily  solved.  Noise  is 
something  which  affects  different  people  in  different  ways  and  possibly 
depends  on  the  age  of  people  as  to  how  they  are  affected. 

Modern  youth  with  its  'pop'  music  finds  it  most  enjoyable,  whether 
the  older  generation  agree  is  a  moot  point.  The  youth  with  his  motor 
cycle  or  sports  car  creates  a  noise  which  he  finds  most  enjoyable,  whilst 
the  more  steady  motorist  and,  I  am  sure,  most  pedestrians,  find  it  very 
irritating.  It  is  possible  to  continue  with  many  examples  of  noise, 
such  as  air-craft,  modern  machinery,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum,  but  the 
remedies  are  not  easily  available,  particularly  when  a  noise  which  is 
acceptable  at  12  noon  is  totally  unacceptable  at  12  mid-night  but  the 
fact  that  public  interest  is  being  aroused  will  at  least  stimulate 
efforts  to  find  remedies.  Remedies  are  only  found  necessary  when 
circumstances  which  have  existed  for  years  and  have  been  taken  for 
granted,  commence  to  get  out  of  hand  and  public  opinion  is  aroused  to 
the  possible  nuisance  that  has  been  or  will  be  created. 

(14)  MORTUARY 


The  Mortuary,  which  has  been  in  use  for  many  years  for  admissions 
for  deaths  other  than  in  normal  circumstances,  was  superseded  by  the 
opening  of  a  Mortuary  at  the  new  Leighton  Hospital.  The  Pathologists 
stationed  at  Leighton  found  that  it  was  more  convenient  to  have  the 
bodies  taken  to  Leighton  for  post-mortem  because  of  greater  facilities 
there  but  the  Pathologists  who  previously  came  to  Northwich  received 
complaints  from  relatives  of  the  deceased  people  of  the  inconvenience 
and  extra  expense  involved  with  this  change  of  procedure.  It  was 
therefore  agreed  that  the  cost  of  bringing  the  bodies  back  to  Northwich 
would  be  met  by  the  Hospital  Authorities. 

This  change  took  place  early  in  1972,  consequently  only  5  admissions 
for  deaths  other  than  in  normal  circumstances  were  made  to  the  Mortuary. 
This  change  of  procedure  did  not  mean  that  the  Mortuary  was  of  no  further 
use,  one  portion  of  it  has  always  been  used  as  a  Chapel  of  Rest  and  this 
facility  has  continued.  It  is  a  facility  which  is  a  great  asset  to  the 
Urban  District  and  parts  of  Northwich  Rural  which  has  an  interest  in  the 
premises.  Flowers  are  provided  by  the  Council's  Parks  Department  and 
those  people  who  have  need  to  visit  the  Mortuary  are  appreciative  of 
the  conditions  in  which  their  friends  or  relatives  are  resting. 
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(14)  MORTUARY  (continued) 


The  Chapel  of  Rest  was  used  to  accommodate  129  bodies  during  the 
year.  No  alterations  have  been  made  to  the  building  so  that  it  is  still 
available  for  its  original  use  as  a  Mortuary  if  occasion  should  arise. 

(15)  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

There  is  little  change  from  previous  years  in  respect  of  industry 
in  Northwich.  The  dominant  industry  being  the  Chemical  Works  which 
are  owned  by  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  and  provide  a  large  proportion  of  employment 
in  the  town.  There  are  other  industries  of  a  more  minor  nature, 
particularly  Steel  Works,  Clothing  Factories,  Leather  Works,  and  an 
Umbrella  Factory.  It  is  unfortunate  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
attract  other  industries  to  the  town,  particularly  in  view  of  the 
accessibility  by  rail  and  road  to  almost  any  part  of  the  country. 

From  the  Public  Health  Department's  point  of  view,  it  can  only  be 
surmised  that  other  districts  offer  more  attractive  facilities  from  a 
financial  point  of  view. 

Inspections  are  carried  out  as  necessary  under  this  Act  but,  in  the 
main,  since  the  Factories  which  have  power  are  covered  by  the  Factory 
Inspector,  it  is  desirable  that  inspections  are  not  duplicated  and  in 
the  event  of  any  defects  being  noted  by  the  Factory  Inspector  concerning 
the  Local  Authority,  indication  is  received  and  the  necessary  action 
follows . 

Outworkers 


During  1972,  one  person  worked  as  an  outworker  in  the  Northwich 
Urban  District. 


FACTORIES  INSPECTION 

1 .  Inspection  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


r 

No.  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1 .  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,2,3,4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 
(Factories  with  no 
mechanical  power) 

- 

- 

- 

| 

!  2.  Factories  not  included 
in  ( 1 )  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 
(Factories  with 

mechanical  power) 

1 - 

l 

: 

i  00 

l 

1 

7 

3.  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 
(Excluding  Outworkers' 
premises) 

- 

— 

- 

TOTALS : 

87 

7 

- 

- 
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FACTORIES  INSPECTION  (continued) 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  j 
cases  in 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

.  ..  ■ 

wfii.cn 

prosecut- 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

ions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

TOTALS : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

(16)  SHOPS  ACT,  1930 


I  have  remarked  in  previous  years  that  this  Act  is  outdated  and 
should  be  replaced  or  amended  to  deal  with  changing  conditions. 
Although  the  Shops  Act  is  dated  1950,  it  is  in  point  of  fact  a 
re-enactment  of  Acts  which  have  existed  since  1912  up  to  1938* 

In  1950,  these  various  Acts  were  collected  and  designated  'Shops 
Act  1950 ' .  The  Act  deals  with  the  closing  hours  of  shops,  etc.,  and 
is  administered  by  the  Urban  Council  as  Agents  for  the  Cheshire  County 
Council.  As  a  result  of  the  changing  habits  of  the  general  public 
various  difficulties  are  beginning  to  arise  over  which  there  is  no 
control  under  the  Shops  Act.  One  difficulty  is  that  fish  and  chip 
shops  can  stay  open  for  sales  off  the  premises  as  long  as  they  wish, 
except  on  Sundays,  and  then,  provided  there  is  no  sale  of  fish,  they 
can  still  remain  open  for  the  sale  of  chips  and  other  commodities. 
Since  fish  and  chip  shops  in  this  day  and  age  sell  a  variety  of 
commodities  with  chips,  other  than  fish,  this  enables  Proprietors  to 
keep  open  as  long  as  they  have  customers.  The  result  of  this  is  that 
fish  and  chip  shops  which  for  many  years  have  had  a  reasonable  trade 
without  disturbing  the  neighbouring  houses,  can  become  a  hive  of 
industry  into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  to  the  annoyance  and 
nuisance  of  the  adjoining  properties. 
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(17)  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


In  comparing  the  Report  for  the  year  ending  1972  with  that  of  the 
year  ending  1971,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  premises 
registered  is  almost  identical. 

The  number  of  premises  newly  registered  was  lower  but  some  premises 
were  deleted  from  the  register  during  the  year.  It  was  possible  to  carry 
out  more  inspections  in  1972,  although  one  hundred  per  cent  coverage  was 
not  achieved. 

I  feel.,  however,  that  in  the  main  the  object  of  the  Act  is  being 
achieved,  as  in  the  case  of  retail  shops  where,  although  inspections 
may  not  have  been  made  specifically  under  this  Act,  visits  were  made 
for  other  reasons  and  any  obviously  unsatisfactory  circumstances  would 
have  been  noted  and  dealt  with. 

Although  it  may  have  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  I  think 
it  worth  reiterating  that  in  the  case  of  an  Authority  the  size  of 
Northwich,  it  is  possible  to  turn  one  visit  into  visits  under  various 
Acts  and  Regulations,  but  in  order  not  to  obtain  in  total  a  figure  which 
would  appear  to  be  unreasonably  high,  we  confine  visits  to  the  specific 
purpose  for  which  they  are  made,  noting  if  infringements  occur  under 
other  Statutory  Requirements. 

There  were  only  six  accidents  reported  during  the  year  but  they 
would  appear  to  be  of  a  minor  nature  and  are  in  the  full  sense  of  the 
word  "accidents". 

Perhaps  it  should  be  appreciated  that  in  an  Authority  of  this 
type  which  is  small  and  compact,  standards  generally  are  good  since 
there  is  not  the  large  factory /of fice  type  buildings  to  deal  with, 
hence  working  conditions  are  more  of  a  domestic  nature  than  commercial. 
One  exception  to  this,  of  course,  is  the  large  chemical  firm  in  the 
district  but  they  themselves  are  more  than  anxious  to  comply  with 
legislation  and  no  difficulties  arise  in  this  direction. 

I  would  state  that  this  is  an  Act  which  is  in  every  way  essential 
for  the  health  and  welfare  of  workers  but  which  is  so  unspectacular  that 
many  parts  of  it  seem  to  be  taken  for  granted  and  perhaps  it  does  not 
attract  the  attention  that  is  necessary. 

There  seems  to  be  an  unawareness  amongst  owners  of  businesses  for 
the  necessity  to  register  under  the  Act,  this  unawareness  also  applies 
when  changes  take  place  in  ownerships  of  businesses  or  circumstances 
which  may  necessitate  registration  or  deletion  of  registration.  It 
would  be  desirable  if  some  method  could  be  adopted  whereby  the  importance 
of  complying  with  this  Act  is  as  essential  as  registering  a  car  for  use 
on  the  highway. 

Table  A 

REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class 

No.  of 
premises 
newly 

registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises 
at  the  end 
of  the 
year 

No.  of  registered 
premises 

receiving  one  or 
more  general 
inspections  during 
the  year 

Offices 

2 

69 

2 

Retail  Shops 

11 

23  8 

125 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

- 

10 

5 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 

27 

27 

public,  canteens 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

1 

TOTALS: 

13 

3^5 

159 
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Table  B 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including 
General  Inspections)  to  Registered  Premises 


Table  C 


Analysis  by  Workplace  of  persons  employed 
in  Registered  Premises  at  End  of  Year 


240 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

1 ,460 

Retail  Shops 

1,083 

Wholesale  Depots,  Warehouses 

48 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public 

157 

Canteens 

8 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

TOTAL: 

2,758 

Total  Males: 

1,154 

Total  Females: 

1 ,604 

Table  D 


EXEMPTIONS 


Part  I  SPACE:  There  were  no  applications  for 

exemption  in  this  category  made 
or  refused  during  the  year  in 
any  class  of  premises 


Part 

II 

TEMPERATURE : 

-  do 

Part 

III 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES: 

-  do 

Part 

IV 

WASHING  FACILITIES: 

-  do 

Table  E 

PROSECUTIONS 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year 


Table  F 


Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (1) 

or  (5)  of  the  Act  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their 
time  on  work  in  connection  with 

the  Act  ...  ...  Nil 
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08)  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Urban  District. 

(19)  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  any  programme  of  slum 
clearance  during  the  year.  This  is  due  to  two  main  reasons  -  the 
greatest  difficulty  being  that  no  land  is  available  for  rehousing 
purposes,  also  the  necessity  to  clear  sites  which  have  been  subject 
to  previous  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

The  redevelopment  of  the  Castle  No.  1  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

1965?  has  been  completed  and  the  area  is  now  a  compact  and  close-knit 
community . 

In  the  area  known  as  The  Triangle,  most  of  the  properties  have 
been  purchased  and  demolished,  in  odd  cases  difficulties  have  arisen 
but  as  and  when  the  land  is  required  for  redevelopment,  these  difficulties 
will  have  been  resolved. 

Progress  is  being  made  on  the  extension  of  Chester  Way  and  it  is 
expected  that  it  will  be  completed  during  1973  and  thus  relieve  traffic 
congestion  which  builds  up  in  the  approach  to  the  town  from  the  East. 

Properties  in  Jubilee  Street  have  been  demolished  but  no  redevelop¬ 
ment  of  the  area  has  yet  taken  place. 

I  have  referred  to  the  lack  of  land  for  the  building  of  houses, 
perhaps  this  lack  of  land  can  be  overcome  but  there  is  a  necessity  for 
an  improvement  in  the  sewerage  system  so  that  extra  sewage  from  future 
housing  can  be  dealt  with.  It  is  unfortunate  that  this  hold-up  prevents 
the  clearing  of  one  or  two  particular  areas  in  the  district.  Difficulties 
are  created  because  of  the  problems  of  improving  these  areas  in  view  of 
the  structural  condition  of  the  properties  and  at  the  same  time  denying 
the  tenants  the  amenities  of  hot  water,  baths,  and  indoor  sanitation, 
when  these  amenities  should  be  available  to  everyone  in  this  day  and 
age . 


To  attempt  to  try  to  improve  this  type  of  property  which  has 
outlived  its  useful  life  is  more  costly  than  that  of  building  new  houses 
and  until  rehousing  facilities  are  available,  it  is  most  difficult  to 
determine  how  this  predicament  can  be  resolved. 

(20)  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Eight  houses  were  dealt  with  formally  under  Section  l6  of  the 
Housing  Act  19375  during  the  year.  A  Closing  Order  in  respect  of  one 
house  was  lifted  after  the  house  was  made  fit. 

(21)  GRANTS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

In  connection  with  Improvement  Grants,  although  there  was  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  case  of  Standard  Grants,,  the  number  of  Discretionary 
Grants  increased  by  over  two  hundred  percent,  whether  this  is  due  to 
the  public  becoming  more  enlightened  or  to  the  fact  that  any  applicants 
for  Improvement  Grants  are  encouraged  to  consider  the  Discretionary  Grant, 
is  not  clear,  but  in  any  case  a  more  pleasing  feature  is  that  with 
Discretionary  Grants,  houses  are  being  brought  up  to  a  much  better  standard. 

I  have  stated  in  previous  years  that  there  are  many  areas  in  Northwich 
which  lend  themselves  to  improvement,  but  in  view  of  the  many  commitments 
of  the  Council,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  pursue  this  aspect  of  housing. 

A  start  was  made  in  respect  of  one  small  terrace  whereby  two  houses  required 
improvement  to  maintain  the  standard  and  prevent  deterioration  of  the  whole 
terrace.  The  cost  of  improving  these  two  houses  was  rather  higher  than 
anticipated,  thus  raising  the  question  -  whether  to  clear  all  the  properties 
and  then  rebuild  on  the  site,  or  spend  this  money  to  improve  and  maintain 
the  two  houses  in  question,  thus  saving  the  remainder  of  the  terrace. 
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(21)  GRANTS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES  (continued) 


In  dealing  with  older  type  houses,  it  is  difficult  to  attempt 
a  programme  to  deal  with  isolated  properties,  as  a  policy  of 
considering  housing  in  its  complete  entirety  is  necessary  for 
complete  success. 

Whilst  houses  which  can  be  saved  to  have  a  useful  life  should 
not  be  demolished,  equally  houses  which  have  served  their  useful 
purpose  and  cannot  be  economically  improved  should  be  cleared. 

The  figures  which  are  given  in  Grants  for  improvements  to  old 
houses  do  illustrate  that  progress  is  being  made.  Undoubtedly  with 
the  future  reorganisation  of  Local  Government,  the  changed  character 
of  the  new  district  compared  with  the  character  of  this  Urban  district, 
-  will  allow  a  new  look  at  problems  which  have  existed  for  years.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  a  vigorous  housing  programme  will  be  possible 
and  facilities  should  be  available  to  enable  substantial  progress 
to  be  made. 

The  number  of  Standard  and  Improvement  Grants  given  in  1972 
are  set  out  below :- 

Standard  Grants: 

Number  of  applications  approved  during  1972  ...  19 

Total  amount  of  Grants  approved  ...  £3,988.70 

Number  of  Improvements  completed  during  1972  ...  19 

Improvement  Grants: 

Number  of  applications  approved  during  1972 
Total  amount  of  Grants  approved 
Number  of  Improvements  completed  during  1972 

(21 A)  QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

Two  Qualification  Certificates  and  two  Certificates  of  Provisional 
Approval  were  issued  during  the  year. 

(22)  RENT  ACT 

No  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  during 

1972. 

(23)  COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  NORTHWICH 


82 

£7 9,567.00 

43 


The  position  with  regard  to  dwelling  accommodation  provided  by 
the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council  is  based  on  information  provided 
by  the  Housing  Department.  The  position  on  the  6th  April  1973,  is  as 
follows :- 


Types  of  Accommodation 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

Purchased 

Total 

Houses  -  1  Bedroom 

14 

rroperi/ieo 

14 

-  2  Bedrooms 

24 

324 

27(a) 

375 

3  Bedrooms 

203 

842 

11 

1,056 

4  Bedrooms 

24 

25 

1 

50 

5  Bedrooms 

— 

5 

— 

5 

6  Bedrooms 

14 

— 

— 

14 
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(23)  COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  NORTHWICH  (continued) 


Types  of 

Accommodation 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

Purchased 

Total 

Flats 

1  Bedroom 

10 

r±  opei  0_Lt:o 

10 

2  Bedrooms 

- 

79(b) 

2 

81 

3  Bedrooms 

- 

35(c) 

- 

35 

4  Bedrooms 

- 

3(d) 

- 

3 

Bungalows 

1  Bedroom 

87 

87 

2  Bedrooms 

— 

274 

- 

274 

3  Bedrooms 

— 

3 

— 

3 

279 

1,687 

4l 

2,007 

Notes:  (a) 

Includes 

2  houses  for  < 

demolition 

(b) 

Includes 

4  2-bed  flats 

over  shops 

(c) 

Includes  12  3-bed  flats 

over  shops 

(d) 

Includes 

3  4-bed  flats 

over  shops 

The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  numbered 
387  in  December  1972,  and  the  accommodation  required  by  these  applicants 
is  as  follows :- 

68  couples  requiring  flats  or  bungalows 

110  families  requiring  two  bedroomed  houses 

130  families  requiring  three  bedroomed  and 
larger  houses 

79  single  persons  requiring  flats  or  bungalows 


During  the  year,  the  following  types  of  houses  were  erected  in  the 
Urban  District 

No  dwellings  built  by  private  enterprise 
10  dwellings  built  by  Local  Authority 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(1)  MILK 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1939 

The  number  of  Distributors  of  milk  in  the  Urban  District  has 
increased  from  48  to  53  and  there  are  no  Farms  producing  milk 
within  the  boundaries. 

Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
as  they  are  responsible  for  licensing  of  Distributors  in  respect 
of  Special  Designated  Milk. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  tests  on  samples  of 
milk  taken  by  the  County  Council  Sampling  Officers.  It  will  be 
noted  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year. 


Type  of  Test 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

1 .  Methylene  Blue 

150 

11 

2 .  Phosphatase 

10 

- 

3.  Turbidity 

3 

1. 

Measures 

the 

2. 

Measures 

the 

3. 

Measures 

the 

keeping  quality  of  the  milk 

efficiency  of  the  Pasteurisation 
process . 

efficiency  of  the  Sterilising 
process . 


(2)  ICE-CREAM 


Ice-cream  which  at  one  time  was  a  commodity  mainly  consumed  in 
the  summer  has  now  become  a  regular  food  and  in  many  cases  is  used 
as  a  dessert  after  meals.  The  care  taken  by  the  variolas  manufacturers 
and  competition  which  exists  has  resulted  in  a  very  much  improved 
quality  and  refrigeration  facilities  are  so  efficient  that  this 
particular  food  has  improved  considerably  compared  to  the  position 
which  existed  some  years  ago. 

It  was  not  possible  to  take  many  samples  of  ice-cream  during  the 
year  but  the  10  which  were  taken  proved  satisfactory. 

(3)  COOKED  MEAT  PRODUCTS 


Cooked  meats  are  a  commodity  which  has  existed  for  many  many 
years  in  varied  forms  and  it  would  appear  that  these  are  now  more 
popular.  It  is  possible  that  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  modern 
world  tends  to  encourage  people  to  buy  cooked  meats  as  a  ready-made 
meal  or  it  may  be  that  the  modern  generation  has  not  got  the  "know-how" 
or  the  time  to  prepare  its  own  cooked  meats. 

In  conjunction  with  the  greater  attention  which  has  been  paid  to 
food  shops,  sampling  of  cooked  meats  was  increased  by  over  one  hundred 
per  cent  -  70  samples  being  taken.  Of  these,  5  were  considered  not  to 
be  as  satisfactory  as  the  Department  would  wish.  Re-sampling,  after 
checking  the  methods  of  preparation  and  handling,  gave  satisfactory 
results. 
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(3)  COOKED  MEAT  PRODUCTS  (continued) _ 


Cooked  meat  products  are  a  very  invaluable  source  of  food. 
Unfortunately,  staff  dealing  with  many  aspects  of  food  do  not  possess 
the  expertise  necessary  to  maintain  a  sufficiently  high  standard  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  hygiene. 

Further  reference  to  this  will  be  made  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations . 

(4)  DEEP  FREEZE  FACILITIES 


Reference  was  made  in  last  year's  report  to  the  fact  that  the 
private  house-owner,  as  a  status  symbol,  must  have  a  deep  freeze 
cabinet.  This  tendancy  seems  to  have  increased  and  more  and  more 
households  are  providing  themselves  with  this  type  of  equipment. 

Greater  facilities  are  being  made  available  for  the  purchase  of 
deep  frozen  foods  in  order  to  enable  these  householders  to  utilize 
their  equipment . 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  method  of  food  storage  has  many 
attributes  but  again  it  can  cause  difficulties.  In  spite  of 
instructions  which  are  given,  food  is  often  allowed  to  thaw  and  is 
then  re-frozen  and  obviously,  in  the  course  of  shopping,  from  the  time 
of  purchase  of  frozen  food  at  its  source  and  the  storage  of  it  in  the 
home  does  give  a  time  lag. 

In  dealing  with  deep  freeze  facilities,  most  of  the  retail  shops 
also  have  cabinets  for  the  sale  of  deep  frozen  foods.  They  are  intended 
for  immediate  consumption  and  two  of  the  factors  which  cause  difficulties, 
both  at  the  shops  and  in  homes,  are  the  over-loading  of  cabinets  and  the 
non-rotation  of  stocks. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  food  for  deep  freezing  is  excellent  in 
quality  but  it  can  deteriorate  by  thawing  and  re-freezing  or  being  kept 
in  deep  freezers  too  long. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  instruct  retailers  on  the  question  of 
over-loading  and  the  necessity  to  rotate  stocks  and  from  the  amount  of 
food  condemned  during  the  year  from  refrigerators  which  have  had  a 
mechanical  breakdown,  it  is  hoped  that  the  decrease,  which  is  considerable, 
is  in  some  aspects  due  to  the  advice  given. 

In  making  reference  to  deep  freeze  facilities,  it  is  not  suggested 
that  this  method  of  preserving  food  is  undesirable,  it  has  many  advantages 
and  enables  various  foods  to  be  available  throughout  the  year,  often  in 
better  condition  than  some  of  the  commodities  which  are  bought  in  season. 
The  only  weekness  of  the  system  is,  in  the  main,  ignorance  or  carelessness 
in  its  operation. 


(5)  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE,  STORAGE  OR 

SALE  OF  FOOD  UNDER  SECTION  18  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1933 


Premises 

on 

Register 

1971 

Added  to 
Register 
1972 

Removed 

from 

Register 

1972 

Total  on 
Register 
1972 

Sale  and  Storage  of 

Ice-Cream 

77 

2 

79 

Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods 
etc.,  (mainly  sausages,  brawn 
and  potted  meat) 

17 

3 

21 

Fish  Frying 

10 

- 

- 

10 

TOTALS : 

105 

5 

- - 

111 

(6)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1938 

THE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  (HYGIENE)  REGULATIONS ,  1958 

The  two  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  fully  operational 
and  minor  improvements  continue  to  be  introduced  which  keep  them 
at  a  very  high  standard. 

Difficulties  do  exist  in  maintaining  Slaughterhouses  in  a  high 
standard  of  hygiene.  With  the  amount  of  steam,  water,  blood,  grease, 
and  other  materials,  it  is  not  possible  to  find  the  ideal  wall  covering 
which  is  economical  and  durable  and  will  stand  up  to  the  soiling  and 
cleaning.  Different  materials  are  used  to  try  to  meet  all  these 
requirements  and  whilst  these  two  Slaughterhouses  have  a  very  high 
standard,  this  question  of  maintenance  of  walls  and  floors  is  always 
present . 

Regular  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  by  a  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  other 
than  minor  points,  everything  was  quite  satisfactory. 

(7)  MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS 

A  meat  inspection  service  has  been  continued  during  the  year 
and  all  carcases  and  offals  slaughtered  in  the  Urban  District  have 
been  inspected. 

The  normal  hours  of  slaughtering  are  as  follows 


8.30  a.m.  to  5«30  p.m. 

7.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
No  slaughtering 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


On  occasions  these  hours  are  varied  to  accommodate  circumstances 
which  can  arise,  for  example,  transport  difficulties  and  emergency 
slaughtering. 

There  is  complete  co-operation  between  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  and  the  Department  and  no  difficulties  of  any 
importance  have  arisen. 

Other  than  lambs  there  is  little  difference  in  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered,  particularly  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
one  Slaughterhouse  closed  last  year. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  below  that  the  standard  of 
animals  slaughtered  is  reflected  in  the  small  amount  of  meat  which 
is  condemned. 

If  a  comparison  was  made  with  the  meat  trade  of  many  years 
ago,  the  progress  which  has  been  made  is  most  remarkable.  Except 
for  the  odd  occasion  in  pigs,  Tuberculosis  is  almost  a  disease 
of  the  past  and  the  demand  by  the  public  for  tender  meat  determines 
that  quality  animals  be  slaughtered. 

Although  private  Slaughterhouses  make  meat  inspection 
inconvenient  as  compared  with  large  abattoirs,  there  is  little 
doubt  from  experience  that  the  finished  product  in  the  private 
Slaughterhouse  is  better  than  that  of  the  large  abattoirs.  This 
is  due  to  the  more  personal  attention  given  by  the  Butchers  in 
their  own  Slaughterhouses  rather  than  the  large  multiple  firms 
which  operate  in  the  abattoirs. 

615  visits  were  made  for  meat  inspection  purposes  and  the 
following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  together 
with  details  of  the  post-mortem  inspection. 
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(7)  MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS  (continued) 


1 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

'  -  j 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and 
inspected 

1,371 

6 

2 

2,643 

3,358 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  &  CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

62 

1 

— 

12 

87 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci 

4.8% 

17% 

0.45% 

2.6% 

- - - — - - 

— 

— 

— 

— - - 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

i _ _ _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.06% 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

! 

1 

- 

- 

1 

(8)  CONDEMNATION  OF  MEAT 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  2,128  lbs.,  this  was  disposed 
of  to  reputable  firms  for  processing. 

(9)  SLAUGHTERMENS  LICENCES 


The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  8. 

(10)  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  i960 

Food  hygiene  is  becoming  much  more  a  subject  of  interest  and 
criticism  amongst  the  general  public  than  was  hitherto  the  case. 

Whether  television,  radio  and  the  press  are  regarded  as  a  good  or  bad 
influence  on  the  general  public  is  undoubtedly  a  matter  of  opinion. 

There  is  little  doubt,  however,  that  on  occasions,  statements  are  made 
and  information  is  given  which  is  either  out  of  context  or  wrongly 
focused,  but  whatever  publicity  is  given  in  connection  with  food  hygiene, 
it  is  good  that  the  public  should  become  more  conscious  of  it. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  proprietors  of  food  shops  are  trying  to 
improve  standards  of  hygiene.  Sometimes  they  have  the  disadvantage  of 
poor  premises  or,  worse  still,  their  inability  to  obtain  suitable  staff. 

It  is  felt  that  in  many  circles  food  shops  should  not  be  allowed  to 
open  until  they  have  been  licensed  as  suitable  and  staff  have  been 
adequately  trained.  Until  this  day  arrives,  there  will  always  be 
weaknesses  in  selling  food,  particularly  "open"  food. 
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(10)  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  i960  (continued) 


It  should  also  be  recorded  that  the  public,  although  critical 
of  hygienic  measures,  are  not  particularly  free  from  some  blame. 

In  many  cases,  customers  have  a  tendancy  to  handle  food  before 
purchasing  and  resent  being  told  that  this  is  wrong.  Often  home 
methods  of  handling  food  leave  much  to  be  desired.  An  extreme 
case  is  perhaps  the  person  who  cuts  dog  meat  using  the  same  knife 
with  which  bread  is  sliced,  or  cake  cut,  thus  producing  cross 
infection.  This  cross  infection  is  to  some  degree  a  fault  which 
exists  in  the  food  trade  itself,  particularly  in  the  case  where 
cooked  meats  are  sold  along  with  other  food  stuffs.  Machines 
which  are  used  to  slice  cooked  meats  should  not  be  used  to  slice 
bacon  and  ham,  the  same  applies  to  knives. 

In  considering  food  hygiene,  there  appears  to  be  an  aspect 
of  the  sale  and  consumption  of  food  which  requires  attention. 

I  refer  to  the  tea  parties  and  refreshments  at  various  organizations, 
where  food  is  prepared  previously  in  private  homes  and  then  consumed 
publicly.  It  is  quite  possible  that  food  is  both  prepared  and  sold 
in  conditions  which  would  not  be  allowed  by  a  producer  or  retailer. 

It  is  an  unfortunate  paradox  that  the  sale  of  wrapped  food, 
whilst  desirable  in  every  way,  can  produce  a  wrong  situation. 

I  refer  to  the  type  of  food  which  is  pre-packed  in  the  interests  of 
hygiene  but  produces  a  growth  of  mould  to  the  detriment  and 
embarrassment  of  all  concerned.  It  is  difficult  to  produce  the 
real  answer,  possibly  if  the  wrapping  was  perforated  with  small 
holes  for  ventilation  some  improvement  could  be  achieved. 

Another  likely  development  is  the  open-dating  of  pre-packed 
food  which  will  supposedly  give  a  safe  margin,  this  is  very  desirable 
but  in  practice  will  probably  give  a  false  sense  of  security.  The 
answer  should  be  that  food  is  properly  produced,  properly  stored, 
sold  under  hygienic  conditions  by  experienced  and  trained  staff  and 
kept  by  an  intelligent  housewife  under  proper  conditions  -  perhaps 
this  is  Utopia. 

The  Market  facilities  are  most  satisfactory  and  other  than  day 
to  day  difficulties  which  can  arise,  with  the  co-operation  that 
exists  between  the  Market  Superintendent,  the  Health  Department  and 
the  Food  Retailers,  no  difficulties  that  merit  recording  arise. 


Category 

No  .of 
Premises 

No. of  Premises 
complying 
with  Reg. 18 

No. of  Premises 
to  which  Reg. 21 
applies 

No. of  Premises 
complying 
with  Reg. 21 

Cafes 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Clubs 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Butchers  Shops 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Sweets  and 
Tobacco,  News¬ 
agents 

26 

26 

Grocers 

45 

45 

45 

45 

Grocers  with 
Outdoor  Licences 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Greengrocers 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Bakehouses  and 
Confectioners 
Shops 

22 

22 

22 

22 

Licensed  Premises 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Canteens 

22 

22 

22 

22 

1 
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(11)  INSPECTION  OF  ESTABLISHMENTS  SELLING  OPEN  FOOD 


Number  of  establishments 
inspected  once,  twice,  etc., 
during  the  year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5+ 

1 

Number  of  shops  in  the  Urban 

District  selling  open  food  149 

129 

87 

54 

62 

15 

Number  of  Canteens,  Restaurants, 

Hotels ,  etc . ,  in  the  Urban 

District  63 

49 

17 

3 

1 

- 

(12)  CONDEMNATION  OF  FOOD 


A  list  of  food  condemned  in  1972  is  given  below.  This  food  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  food  trades  involved,  and,  after  inspection 
and  certification  by  the  Inspectors,  was  collected,  treated  with  disinfectant 
and  buried  on  the  refuse  tip. 


The  amount  of  food  involved  in  1972  was  made  up  as  follows :- 


Miscellaneous 

Frozen  Foods 

•  •  • 

2,355 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous 

Tinned  Foods 

•  •  • 

1  ,028 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous 

Packaged  Foods 

000 

174^ 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous 

Frozen  Sea  Foods 

000 

120 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meats 

•  •  • 

1 ,080£ 

lbs . 

Miscellaneous 

Frozen  Pastries 

000 

40 

lbs. 

Fruit 

•  •  • 

68o£ 

lbs. 

Ice-Cream 

•  •  • 

598 

lbs. 

Poultry 

•  •  • 

410 

lbs . 

Chocolate 

•  •  • 

175 

lbs. 

Pre-packed  Fresh  Meat 

000 

157 

lbs. 

Sausages 

000 

56 

lbs. 

Bacon 

000 

lbs. 

Bottled  Sauces 

000 

50 

lbs. 

TOTAL: 

000 

6,926 

lbs . 

11-J  gallons  of  cooking  oil  was  also  condemned 


(13)  BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  12  Bakehouses  in  the  district  and  they  are  all 
satisfactory. 

04)  OTHER  FOODS 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors  obtained 
74  samples  of  food  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District  during  1972,  and  the 
following  4  samples  were  not  up  to  the  standard  required  under  the  Food 
&  Drugs  Act,  1955:- 

Sample  Result  of  Analysis  Remarks 

Sundown  Grill  Did  not  comply  with  Labelling  Manufacturer 

of  Food  Order  informed 
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(14)  OTHER  FOODS  (continued) 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

Peaches  -  Strained 

Description  incorrect  as 
article  contained  added 

Under  discussion 
with  Manufacturers 

sugar 

Tranquil  Ambrosium 
(2  samples) 

Claims  misleading  as 
effects  of  ingredients 
are  negligible 

No  action  possible 
Firm  in  voluntary 
liquidation 

Eleven  food  complaints  were  received  by  the  Cheshire  County  Weights 
and  Measures  Inspectors  from  private  purchasers,  the  details  of  which 
are  as  follows 


Nature  of  Complaint 


Remarks 


1 .  Bread  -  contained  foreign 
matter 


Baker  cautioned 


2.  Fruit  Cocktail  -  steel  nut 


Importers  cautioned 


3.  Soup  -  cigarette 


No  prosecution  possible . 
Packer  cautioned 


4.  Tinned  Potatoes  -  tuber 
caterpillar 


Canner  prosecuted. 
Absolute  discharge, 


5.  Baked  Beans  -  worm 


Canner  prosecuted. 
Case  dismissed 


6.  Cheese  &  Onion  pie  -  tasted 
only  of  potato 


Reported  as  satisfactory 
by  Analyst 


7-  Liquorice  Allsorts 
of  wood 


-  piece 


No  action  possible 
Inconclusive  evidence 
(Market) 


8.  Chicken  Breast  in  Jelly  - 
pieces  of  meat  very  small 
and  more  like  paste 


Manufacturer  informed 


9*  Batter  Mix  -  Booklice 


Retailer  prosecuted. 
Fined  £5  +  £6.55  costs. 


10.  Trifle  Sponges  -  live 
insects 


Retailer  prosecuted. 
Fined  £5  +  £6.55  costs, 


1 1 .  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  -  mouldy 


Manufacturer  cautioned 


(29) 


. 


.  .  .  . 


. 


. 


. 

•.  '  ■  '■  "  ■ 


, 


. 


• .  ' 


* 


DETAILS  OF  WASTE  PAPER  SOLD 


DURING  THE  YEARS 


JANUARY  1950 

- 

DECEMBER 

1972 

Year 

Tons 

Gwts. 

grs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1950 

146. 

1. 

3. 

784. 

9. 

9- 

1951 

173. 

19. 

0. 

2,401 . 

14. 

2. 

1952 

165. 

0. 

2. 

1,722. 

0. 

1. 

1953 

196. 

9. 

0. 

1,227. 

17. 

2. 

1954 

216. 

7. 

2. 

1,478. 

3. 

10. 

1955 

297. 

17. 

1. 

2,385. 

7. 

2. 

1956 

335. 

11 . 

3. 

2,566. 

10. 

9. 

1957 

341. 

5. 

3. 

2,715. 

1. 

10. 

1958 

400. 

0. 

0. 

3,208. 

9. 

4. 

1959 

376. 

11. 

2. 

3,099. 

9. 

4. 

i960 

420. 

18. 

2. 

3,473. 

1. 

0. 

1961 

4l8. 

4. 

0. 

3,683. 

19. 

6. 

1962 

395. 

1. 

2. 

3,405. 

13. 

10. 

1963 

456. 

11. 

1. 

3,775. 

1 . 

4. 

1964 

5^3. 

14. 

1. 

4,654. 

15. 

0. 

1965 

599. 

16. 

2. 

5,637. 

16. 

1. 

1966 

561. 

12. 

2. 

5,367. 

0. 

0. 

1967 

561 . 

18. 

1. 

5,266. 

12. 

6. 

1968 

568. 

11 . 

3. 

5,472. 

0. 

9. 

1969 

556. 

1 . 

2. 

5,791. 

13. 

5. 

1970 

789. 

1. 

1. 

9,014. 

17. 

10. 

£77,131. 

14. 

8. 

Decimal 

Equivalent : 

£77, 

131.73 

1971 

688. 

6 . 

2. 

7, 

813.91 

1972 

664. 

12. 

1. 

7, 

301.25 

0.  £92,246.89 
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